
ABOUT VICTORIA GOLD & THE EAGLE GOLD MINE VICTORIA GOLD IS PROUD 
TO HAVE YUKONERS AT WORK
IF YOU ARE A YUKONER WITH MINING EXPERIENCE, 
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONNECT WITH US. 

Victoria is currently hiring tradespeople, equipment 
operators, process/crusher operators and other positions 
to work at the Eagle Gold Mine. Visit the “Work For Us” 
page on our website at vgcx.com/contact/work-for-us/ 
and send your resume to greatpeoplework@vgcx.com. 

The Eagle Gold mine is situated within Victoria 
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north of Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, 

northeast of the Village of Mayo within the 

traditional territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho 

Nyak Dun. The property is accessible by road year-

round and is connected to Yukon Energy Corp.’s 

electrical grid. The mine is a signifi cant contributor 

to the Yukon economy employing 350-400 people.

At Victoria Gold’s Eagle Gold Mine, the 
health and safety of the site’s workforce 

including contractors and visitors to the mine 
are paramount to the company’s philosophy 

that successful operations begin with 
engaged employees.  

V I CTO R I A G O L D’S C O M M IT M E NT TO H E A LT H A N D S A F E T Y 

Victoria Gold’s Emergency Response Team (ERT) training at the Eagle Gold Mine. 
Training Supervisor Sarah Hohner (wearing the red helmet) is an ERT Captain at site.

TEAM WORK

At Victoria Gold’s Eagle Gold Mine, the health and safety of the 
site’s workforce including contractors and visitors to the mine 
are paramount to the company’s philosophy that successful 
operations begin with engaged employees.  

A key component of this approach to health and safety is 
emergency preparedness and the company’s support for the 
site’s Emergency Response Team (ERT). 

At the Eagle Gold Mine, the ERT trains for fi ve hours per week on 
various aspects of emergency response, bringing together health 
and safety staff  and volunteers from various departments across 
site. Supported by a paramedic and a registered nurse, the ERT 
also has a fi re truck equipped with a comprehensive compliment 
of fi refi ghting equipment and vehicle extrication tools and a 
patient transport vehicle. 

The ERT includes strong representation from women, including 
ERT Captain Sarah Hohner, who joined Victoria at the Eagle 
Gold Mine in May 2020 as an equipment operator and is now a 
Training Supervisor. 

The mine’s Joint Health & Safety Committee (JOHSC) meets 
once per month and is comprised of department supervisors 
and employee representatives, who help guide, promote and 
collaborate to uphold a site culture of continual health and safety.

“Victoria strives to instill Health and Safety as a core value 
through the commitment of time and resources to all our 

employees,” says Victoria Gold President & 
CEO John McConnell. “We are proud to achieve 
this through strong employee engagement, 
leadership, support and direction in safe work 
practices and processes both at the mine and 
throughout our company locations.” 

Practices which include the Visible Felt 
Leadership model. 

“Visible Felt Leadership starts from the top 
and sends a clear message through action 
that leadership is not only about driving 
revenue and contributing to shareholder value, 
but about the preservation and protection 
of a company’s most valuable resource – its 
employees,” McConnell continues. “This 
leadership model is not only to do, but to be 
seen and to be believed.”

The health, safety and well-being of Victoria Gold’s workforce 
is a core value of the company throughout its operations. 
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TEAM WORK

On February 2, Victoria Gold President & CEO John McConnell was honoured with 
the Association for Mineral Exploration’s 2021 E.A. Scholz Award for Excellence in 
Mine Development in BC or the Yukon.

Presented in a ballroom filled with McConnell’s colleagues and peers at the AME 
Awards Gala at Roundup in Vancouver, McConnell accepted this prestigious award 
on behalf of the entire Victoria Gold team recognizing how he and the team 
persevered to explore, define, develop, construct and advance the company’s Eagle 
Gold Mine to commercial production.

Accolades for McConnell and his work continue to come in from around the country; 
including from the territory’s leadership in a Government of Yukon statement issued 
on the day of the awards ceremony.

“I remember when Victoria Gold poured their first bar of gold in the fall of 2019,” 
stated Yukon Premier Sandy Silver. “It is great to see their successful Eagle Gold Mine 
be recognized by the Association of Mineral Exploration’s 2021 E.A. Scholz Award for 
excellence in mine development in British Columbia or Yukon. When it comes to 
community, John McConnell and the Victoria Gold team have done much more than 
mining. In particular, I would like to thank them for their significant contribution to 
our schools through their Every Student, Every Day initiative, promoting student 
engagement.”

“Throughout COVID-19, the Eagle Gold Mine has worked proactively to keep the 
community safe,” stated Yukon Energy, Mines and Resources Minister John Streicker. 
“The mine has provided many jobs and benefits to Yukoners, particularly to the First 
Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun citizens and the Village of Mayo. I look forward to seeing 
the mine and nearby communities continue to thrive and support Yukoners for years 
to come.”

“Receiving this outstanding achievement displays John’s dedication and vision in 
bringing the Eagle Gold Mine into production,” stated Victoria Gold Chairman Sean 
Harvey. “The Eagle Gold Mine, the Yukon’s newest and largest ever gold mine, is the 
culmination of over a decade of work for John and the Victoria Gold team and the 
Yukon community has an outstanding opportunity to share in the benefits for 
decades to come.”

V I C T O R I A  G O L D ’ S  A M E  A W A R D  F O R  E X C E L L E N C E
I N  M I N E  D E V E L O P M E N T

On February 2, Victoria Gold President & CEO John McConnell was honoured with 
the Association for Mineral Exploration’s 2021 E.A. Scholz Award for Excellence in 
Mine Development in BC or the Yukon on behalf of the Victoria Gold team.

Victoria Gold President & CEO John McConnell receiving the AME 2021 E.A. Scholz Award for Excellence in Mine 
Development in BC or the Yukon on behalf of the Victoria Gold team on February 2 at Roundup in Vancouver.

John McConnell receiving congratulations from wife Tara Christie, who is also the President of the Victoria 
Gold Yukon Student Encouragement Society's Every Student, Every Day initiative and daughter Katherine.
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Yukoner At Work Tayler Vallevand 
Vance has worked for Victoria Gold at 
the Eagle Gold Mine since December 
2020. In her role as Administrative 
Assistant for Mine Operations, she 
undertakes all administrative offi  ce 
tasks for the department including, 
but not limited to, the development of 
crew schedules, payroll duties and the 
input of safety meeting minutes and 
drill sheet information. 

“The best part of my job is the people 
I work with,” says Tayler. “I am very 
grateful to be a part of this great 
team at the Eagle Gold Mine.” 

Rodney Fagen, who started at 
the mine in June 2020, is General 
Foreman Processing Crushing and 
Conveying. He is responsible for 
the safe and effi  cient operation of 
the Eagle Gold Mine’s Crushing and 
Conveying circuit from the Primary 
Crusher through the Secondary and 
Tertiary Crushers onto the Overland 
conveyor to the Heap Leach Facility. “I 
enjoy the camaraderie of the people 
on site and the job’s fast pace, while 
ensuring the operation is done in a 
safe, planned and effi  cient manner,” 
says Rodney.

Supply Chain Superintendent Phil 
MacLean has been with Victoria 
Gold at the mine for over two 
years. In his role, he oversees the 
purchasing, warehousing and 
logistics for all of the goods and 
services for the eff ective operation 
of the Eagle Gold Mine. “I really 
enjoy interacting with people to 
solve problems,” says Phil. “I strive 
to do my job to the very best of my 
ability, and in doing so, contribute 
to the overall success of the mine.” 

Senior Reliability Engineer Mario 
Morales and his team interact with 
the Maintenance and Operations 
teams at the mine daily and are 
responsible for the condition 
monitoring programs at site and 
performing any root cause analysis 
investigations on both fi xed 
equipment and the mine’s mobile 
assets. 

“I really enjoy condition 
monitoring,” says Mario; who 
has worked at the mine since 
November 2020. “Being part of 
the Reliability team is a really good 
balance for me between offi  ce 
work and fi eld work.
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YUKONER AT WORK Scott Turner is a Site 
Services Planner at Victoria Gold’s Eagle 
Gold Mine. He started working at the 
mine in September 2019 and in his role, 
schedules and plans maintenance and 
building projects at site. 

“I really like that my position presents new 
challenges and expands my skill set every 
day,” says Scott, an avid outdoorsman.  
“The amazing people I work with makes  
my job enjoyable and exciting.”

Eric Franco, in Electrical Maintenance, has 
been with the company at the mine since 
last November. In his role, he maintains, 
installs and repairs electrical equipment at 
site. “I enjoy learning new skills to enhance 
my knowledge in the electrical field,” says 
Eric. “Since working at the Eagle Gold 
Mine, I have acquired many new skills and 
really enjoy meeting all the diverse people 
working here in the territory.” 

Yukoner Jennifer Robertson, a Maintenance 
Administrator, works within the mine’s Fixed 
Maintenance and Mobile Maintenance 
department. In her position, she assists with 
all documentation surrounding training, 
work orders, payroll and travel for the 
department’s employees. “I really value 
working a rotational schedule, which when 
permitted again, will leave me lots of time 
for travel,” says Jennifer. Part of the Eagle 
Gold Mine running club, she aims to get out 
for a jog everyday while at site. 

Robert Bateman is a Fixed Maintenance 
Planner at the mine. In his role, he plans 
the maintenance work for the crushing, 

Eric Franco

Jennifer Robertson

Robert Bateman

Jason BurseyScott Turner

ADR and pad systems. “My favourite 
part of the job is making improvements 
to the mine’s processes to help improve 
efficiency and I really enjoy the beautiful 
scenery at site,” says Robert. 

Equipment Operator Jason Bursey supports 
the mine’s operations from grading roads 
and assisting with blast patterns operating 
an excavator, loader and shovel. Jason has 
also become part of the Eagle Gold Mine’s 
Emergency Response Team (ERT). 

“I really enjoy the diversity of my job,” 
says Jason, who started with Victoria Gold 
at the mine in October 2019. One day I 
could be loading trucks and the next day 
building a new haul road. It’s great being 
part of a new mine and helping out some 
of the newer team members.” 
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TEAM WORK

C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  C U LT U R E

This month, Jessie Young, a Registered Nurse (RN)  
at Victoria Gold’s Eagle Gold Mine and Cascia Krolczyk, 
the company’s Human Resources Coordinator, organized 
and hosted traditional beading classes on site.

Several mine employees participated and the classes 
facilitated an opportunity to learn something new, 
come together, and share experiences; while exploring 
creativity in a safe, physically-distanced setting. 

“I love getting together with other co-workers, especially  
when people have skills to share,” says Cascia, who had 
never beaded before. 

Says Fiona Lazzarotto, an Executive Assistant with  
Victoria Gold, “I have a whole new appreciation for 
beadwork. What I loved most was the collaborative  
spirit the classes fostered.”

Historically, the Northern Tutchone people, which include 
the ancestors of today’s First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun 
citizens, traded extensively with the coastal Tlingit and 
subsequently, glass beads were introduced to Indigenous 
arts and culture in what is now the Yukon and beaded 
floral designs replaced traditional geometric shapes.

 
“ These traditional beading classes at site are just another example of how teamwork 
equals results here at the Eagle Gold Mine.” - Fiona Lazzarotto, Executive Assistant, Victoria Gold

Victoria Gold’s Fiona Lazzarotto, Executive Assistant, and Cascia Krolczyk , Human Resources Coordinator, proudly displaying their bead work.
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E A R T H  D A Y  2 0 2 1  C L E A N  U P

ESG – ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND 
GOVERNANCE – is a foundation of corporate 
responsibility to build financial and social value. 
This core principle extends to operations at 
the Eagle Gold Mine as the mine’s owner and 
operator Victoria Gold balances responsibility 
to the planet, to people and to all affected 
Yukoners and Yukon communities.   

As the snow has retreated recently, and in the 
spirit of Earth Day 2021 and Victoria Gold’s 
commitment to the environment, several 
members of the Eagle Gold Mine team, led  
by VP Operations and General Manager,  
Dave Rouleau, collectively tidied up the mine’s 
camp site outside the administrative offices.

“Thank you to Dave Rouleau, and the site’s 
administrative team, for continually contributing 
to better practices at the Eagle Gold Mine,” says 
Victoria Gold President & CEO John McConnell. 
“Spring clean ups at site, and throughout the 
Yukon, are something we can all do to help 
preserve our valued environment.” 

Eagle Gold Mine camp clean up team.

Team members from various Eagle Gold Mine 
departments participated in the clean-up including: 

Natalie Henderson – Process Planner

Thomas McWhinnie – Process Administrator

Tayler Vallevand-Vance – Mine Operations Administrator

Sarah Zander – Site Services Administrator

Dave Crottey – Health and Safety Manager

Dave Rouleau – VP Operations and General Manager 

Members of the Eagle Gold Mine team come together to clean 
up camp in celebration of Earth Day 2021 and Victoria Gold’s 

commitment to the environment. 
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YUKONER AT WORK Sarah Zander has 
worked at Victoria Gold’s Eagle Gold Mine 
since last November as an Administrative 
Assistant for the Site Services Department. 
One of the duties within her role includes 
scheduling the site crew. 

“I really enjoy the culture of teamwork 
and community here at the Eagle Gold 
Mine,” says Sarah. “Participating in a 
project with colleagues that share similar 
goals and values is very meaningful 
and my background in exploration and 
administration have helped make my role 
at the mine a perfect fit for me.”

Training Supervisor Brian Ryckman is 
responsible for mine equipment training 
and employee orientations at site. A 
member of the Victoria Gold team since 
June 2019, he says he most enjoys “the 
person-to-person interaction at site as a 
mentor to new team members paired with 
the friendly people I work with.” 

Born and raised in the Yukon, Mitchel 
Andre is a second year Carpenter’s 
Apprentice who like Sarah, has worked for 
Victoria at the mine since November 2020. 
“I really like working with new people and 
developing new skills,” says Mitchel. 

Haul Truck Operator Dakota Hinson is 
motivated by team work. He too is one 
of the approximately 50 per cent of Eagle 
Gold Mine’s employees who are Yukoners. 
“Being that I’ve lived here my entire life, I 
love how beautiful the territory is, and the 

Brian Ryckman

Mitchel Andre

Dakota Hinson

Matthew HoffmanSarah Zander

scenery and nature at site,” says Dakota. 
“I really like driving through site as part of 
my job moving ore and observing the other 
equipment and my colleagues at work.” 

Matthew Hoffman is a Reliability 
Engineer-in-Training. A new team within 
the site’s Maintenance Department, in 
his role he helps with the continuous 
improvement of Eagle Gold Mine’s fixed 
and mobile assets. “The best part of my 
job is that throughout my work day, I have 
plenty of opportunities to get out in the 
field and get some hands-on experience,” 
says Matthew. “The members of the 
maintenance team have been very 
welcoming and willing to pass on their 
knowledge and experience.” 
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TEAM BUILDING 

Y U K O N E R S  A T  W O R K

VICTORIA GOLD CONTINUED TO RECRUIT 
EMPLOYEES FOR ITS EAGLE GOLD MINE 
THROUGHOUT 2020 AND REMAINS COMMITTED 
TO PROVIDING MEANINGFUL JOBS FOR 
YUKONERS AT WORK. 

As of December 2020, the number of site-based 
employees at the Eagle Gold Mine grew to 382,  
of which 50 per cent were Yukoners and 10 per cent 
were First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun citizens, within 
whose traditional territory the mine is located. 

DEPARTMENTS DECEMBER 31, 2020

Mine Operations 105

Process Operations 92

Maintenance 79

Site Services 42

Supply Chain 11

Technical Services 14

Human Resources 7

IT 3

HS&S 8

Environment 5

Administration 4

Total 382

“Although the pandemic has created challenges 
around the world, the Victoria Gold team  
continues to grow,” says company President  
& CEO John McConnell. “Student employment 
initiatives were successful this past summer with 
several Yukon students joining Victoria Gold at the 
Eagle Gold Mine to gain valuable work experience, 
while working towards their educational goals.” 

The company also remains committed to supporting 
women in mining, who fill a number of on-site 
positions at the mine across all departments. 

“We strive to acquire the most qualified people for the 
positions available, while upholding our commitment 
to Yukon residents and communities to ensure that 
the staff we choose are the closest fit to the selection 
criteria for each position and fit with our culture of 
safety first,” continues McConnell. 

2020 Victoria Gold summer students Jenna Joe and Sean Burke overlooking the Eagle Gold Mine site.
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VICTORIA GOLD IS VERY  
PROUD OF ITS COMMITTED 
TEAM AT THE EAGLE GOLD 
MINE AND OF THE DIVERSE 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
THE MINE PROVIDES. 

Drill and Blast Engineer-in-
Training (EIT) Lea Johnston 
started working with Victoria at 
the mine in the Technical Services 
Department one year ago. Her 
role involves designing drill 
patterns and initiation sequences 
and assisting with drill scheduling.

“The Eagle Gold Mine has varying 
geology and rock-hardness 
types so designing the explosive 

patterns keeps me very engaged,” 
says Lea. “I enjoy this challenge 
and always look to optimize our 
production. Victoria’s engineering 
and planning team is also really 
fun to work with, which makes  
my job very special.” 

John Hosie started working at 
the mine in March. A Paramedic/
Safety Technician for more than 
40 years, he provides emergent 
and regular routine medical  
care and chronic disease 
management to employees  
and contractors on site. 

“I really enjoy interacting with 
everyone, hearing their stories 

and seeing how they all ‘fit’ into 
the operations of the Eagle Gold 
Mine,” says John. “And of course,  
I love medicine.” 

Executive Assistant  
Fiona Lazzarotto supports 
Victoria’s Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) Mark Ayranto with 
administration and a variety of 
projects. In her role, she also 
provides support for other 
Victoria Gold department’s such 
as Site Operations, Permitting, 
Community and Finance. 

“Victoria has established a great 
team and I really enjoy working 
with all the different departments 

and the opportunity to work 
at the mine,” says Fiona. “I am 
constantly learning new things, 
which keeps me on my toes and 
makes every day interesting.” 

Yukoner and Carcross/Tagish First 
Nation citizen Ryley Johnson 
is an Apprentice Millwright in 
the mine’s Fixed Maintenance 
Department. In his role, he helps 
to ensure all the equipment, 
including the mine’s crushers, 
conveyors, pumps and feeders, 
are maintained to keep the 
operations running smoothly. 

“I really appreciate always 
working on something new,” 

says Ryley. “As a born and raised 
Yukoner, I love the outdoors and 
working close to home gives me 
lots of opportunities to enjoy it.” 

Equipment Operator Sarah 
Hohner has also been with 
Victoria at the Eagle Gold Mine 
for one year. She operates  
a bulldozer, grader, backhoe, 
loader and haul truck on site  
and is also a member of the  
mine rescue team. 

“I love being able to do something 
a little bit different every day in 
my position,” says Sarah. “And 
enjoy the beautiful scenery at site 
while I do it.” 

Lea Johnston, Drill and Blast Engineer-in-Training John Hosie, Paramedic/Safety Technician Fiona Lazzarotto, Executive Assistant Ryley Johnson, Apprentice Millwright Sarah Hohner, Equipment Operator
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Medical Paramedic Antonio (Tony) 
Falletta has been with Victoria 
Gold at the Eagle Gold Mine for 
one year; following a 30-year 
career with BC Emergency Health 
Services (BCEHS); providing health 
and wellness and emergency 
medical support for employees 
and contractors on site. His role 
involves keeping current with new 
medical updates and procedures, 
while maintaining high function 
and professional conduct. 

“Interacting with the employees and 
contractors at the Eagle Gold Mine 
and caring for those who need it 

most during difficult times is very 
rewarding,” says Tony. “I also enjoy 
working with the many Indigenous 
citizens here at site and learning 
about their rich culture and heritage. 
It gives me an understanding of how 
diverse the Yukon is.” 

Jarritt Yates, Victoria Gold’s 
Emergency Response Coordinator, 
started at the mine in May. He is 
responsible for the general health 
and safety of all working on site, 
with a specific responsibility 
in fire code enforcement. “My 
position offers the opportunity 
to work within all departments 

at the Eagle Gold Mine,” says 
Jarritt. “My favourite thing about 
my job is training the Emergency 
Response Team (ERT) on Sundays 
and watching the team’s 
knowledge and effectiveness 
grow as we train together.” 

Blaster Kayla Rushton enjoys how 
physically active her role is paired 
with its need for critical thinking 
and the unique perspective of the 
mining industry her job affords 
her. “I enjoy working in remote 
locations and am excited to work 
for Victoria Gold,” says Kayla, who 
started at the Eagle Gold Mine 

in May. “With my partner in the 
Drill-Blast Department, we work 
as a team to provide safe and 
efficient blasts at the mine.” 

Greg Thorsteinson has been 
with Victoria Gold at the mine 
since September as a Mobile 
Maintenance Planner. One 
aspect of his role involves 
coordinating maintenance with 
other departments. “I really enjoy 
being involved in the process 
and making things better for the 
team,” says Greg. “And, working 
in the Yukon is beautiful and the 
people here are amazing.” 

Yukoner Ryan Faulds is a Buyer 
for Victoria Gold, ensuring 
collaboration among both 
internal and external groups 
for the timely and effective 
procurement of goods and 
services for the Eagle Gold Mine. 
“I really enjoy contributing to 
operations and working with 
such a highly-motivated, diverse 
and experienced mine and 
maintenance operations team,” 
says Ryan. “I really appreciate 
learning from the experience of 
my co-workers on a daily basis.” 

Antonio (Tony) Falletta Jarritt Yates Kayla Rushton Greg Thorsteinson Ryan Faulds
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THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC CONTINUES 
TO CREATE NEW REALITIES FOR 
YUKONERS, including how company’s 
recruit and retain their employees. Despite 
this, the Victoria Gold team continues to 
grow and recruit for a variety of operations 
and administrative positions at the Eagle 
Gold Mine and provide exciting and 
rewarding career opportunities. 

As of June, Victoria has hired 313 mine 
site-based employees, of which over  
50 per cent are Yukoners and 10 of  
which are First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak 
Dun citizens. Victoria is also firmly 
committed to promote women in mining. 
Currently, women hold 17 per cent of  
on-site positions at the mine, including 
Yukon women like Brianne Puckett,  
Starr Hanson and Chelsey Goodman. 

Brianne has been with Victoria at the 
Eagle Gold Mine since May 2019 and is 
an ADR Operator. One of her regular tasks 
involves helping prepare and pour the 
mine’s gold doré bars. “I enjoy the people 
I work with and the diversity of tasks my 
role involves,” says Brianne. “There is 
always something new to learn, which 
keeps things interesting.” 

T E A M  B U I L D I N G

Starr is a Maintenance Administrative 
Assistant who started working at the mine 
at the same time. “My job generally includes 
keeping track of, and documenting, closed 
work orders, hours and kilometres used on 
equipment, training files, fuel consumption, 
all necessary payroll information, safety 
meetings and inspections and weekly 

Starr HansonBrianne Puckett Chelsey Goodman

and monthly reports,” says Starr. “I am so 
grateful to be part of such an amazing team 
filled with such good energy.” 

Haul truck driver Chelsey Goodman is fast 
approaching one year at the Eagle Gold 
Mine. “I like working with my crew and 
seeing the mine change and progress,” 

says Chelsey. “Not to mention, I love 
driving a big truck.” 

Victoria Gold strives to recruit the most 
qualified individuals for the mine’s 
available positions, while upholding the 
company’s commitment to community 
and Yukoners at Work.
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In his role as a Network and Server Coordinator, 
Shayne Desjarlais helps the team at site 
communicate with friends and family Outside 
and enjoys knowing the employees can 
successfully video chat or call their children, 
while away from home. “They may not know 
what it takes to keep everything running 
smoothly, but it puts a smile on my face 
every time the system works for them to stay 
connected to loved ones,” says Shayne. 

Although COVID-19 health and safety 
precautions did not allow for Victoria’s 
traditional Canada Day BBQ in Mayo this year, 
the entire team wishes all Yukoners a very safe, 
healthy and happy summer and looks forward 
to celebrating with the community when the 
situation permits. 

ONE YEAR HAS NOW PASSED SINCE 
VICTORIA GOLD DELIVERED THE  
FIRST ORE for processing at the Eagle Gold 
Mine and the company’s team continues to 
grow and strengthen as the mine ramps up to 
full operations later this year. 

Equipment Operator Ace Norman started 
with Victoria at the mine one month prior in 
June 2019. Just one of the company’s many 
Yukoners At Work, he enjoys the variety and 
constant learning his position provides him. “I’m 
a born and raised Yukoner,” says Ace. “I always 
feel at home in the mountains and love my 
surroundings at site.” 

Carpenter Alex Davis, who provides site with 
building maintenance and repairs, has been part 
of the Victoria team since March 2019. “The 
people at the Eagle Gold Mine are great to work 
with,” he says. “Each and every day presents 
new tasks and I really enjoy always learning 
something new.” 

Yukoner Brittney Brooker is a Site Services 
Administrative Assistant. “Working in this 
department, I schedule the crew, order parts and 
inventory and maintain all the department’s files,” 
says Brittney. “I have worked on site for over two 
years now and love seeing the vast changes the 
Eagle Gold Mine has undergone. It gives me a 
sense of pride to contribute to something so much 
bigger than myself and working alongside so many 
amazing co-workers is the cherry on top.” 

Jim Koponen also works for the Site Services 
department and in his role, is responsible for 
camp, site and road maintenance and contractor 
and mine operations support. “The best thing 
about my job is the team I work with and the 
surroundings I work in,” says Jim, who has been 
with Victoria at the mine since January 2019. 

ACE NORMAN  |  ALEX DAVIS  |  BRITTNEY BROOKER  |  JIM KOPONEN  |  SHAYNE DESJARLAIS 

Alex Davis

Brittney Brooker

Jim Koponen

Shayne DesjarlaisAce Norman
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AS A DRILL AND BLAST ENGINEER-IN-
TRAINING (EIT) at Victoria’s Eagle Gold 
Mine, Wesley Block enjoys creating 
drilling and blasting designs, receiving 
feedback from his team and seeing them 
come to life to help optimize operations  
at the mine. “I’ve been working for 
Victoria at the mine since July,” says 
Wesley. “Working in the Yukon is truly a 
privilege. The landscapes surrounding site 
are a view that never gets boring.”

Yukoner Jordan Ross has been working at 
the Eagle Gold Mine since July and in his 
role as a Site Services Operator, he provides 
logistical support for all other departments 
at the mine. “In my job, I see all aspects 
of site,” says Jordan. “What I enjoy most is 
that every day brings a new challenge.” 

Environmental Technician and fellow 
Yukoner Kate Titterington is new to 
the Victoria team, having started at the 
mine on April 1. In her position, she 
conducts field surveys, sampling and site 
inspections, research and analysis and 
coordinates with applicable regulatory 
agencies. “I’ve always worked outside 
through rain, wind, snow and sun and it’s 
very rewarding,” says Kate. 

Millwright Gunter Marutt enjoys 
contributing to the mine’s success in 
such a “breathtaking part of Canada”. In 
his role, he maintains equipment at site; 
specifically, the mine’s crushers. 

Mine Training Supervisor Garry Coates 
trains new equipment operators at site 
and new Victoria employees seeking 
further advancement regarding safe and 

Jordan Ross

Kate Titterington

Gunter Marutt

Garry CoatesWesley Block

proficient procedures in the mining 
industry. “My job is to mentor, coach 
and teach trainees and help them gain 
confidence and personal satisfaction 
in their careers,” says Garry, who has 
been working for Victoria at the mine 
since last August. “Building a bond with 
every single person I train and at the end 
seeing them smile is my reward.”  

Victoria Gold is committed to the 
health and safety of all its employees 
and contractors. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, the company is working 
closely with the Yukon Government 
and Chief Medical Officer of Health to 
meet and exceed all health and safety 
guidelines and recommendations to 
uphold the well-being of Yukon residents 
and communities. 

WESLEY BLOCK  |  JORDAN ROSS  |  KATE TITTERINGTON  |  GUNTER MARUTT   |  GARRY COATES
Team Work
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AS YUKON WOMEN IN MINING 
(YUKONWIM) WRAPS UP ITS 
PRESENTATION OF A VERY EXCITING 
2020 VIRTUAL YUKON MINING WEEK, 
action-packaged with engaging and 
educational activities for Yukoners of all 
ages, the team at Victoria Gold celebrates 
along with the industry to profile just some 
of the amazing women Yukoners At Work 
at the Eagle Gold Mine. 

VICTORIA’S WOMEN IN MINING 
Team Work

Haul Truck Operator Desiree Couture is one of the many Yukoners At Work  
who started working at the Eagle Gold Mine during its construction phase  
through its transition to operations today. 

Geologist Briar Gonie started with Victoria at the Eagle Gold Mine in May 2019. Her role includes geologic mapping and sampling, placer testing and core logging. 

Lindsay Rear, a Na-Cho Nyak Dun citizen and former Victoria Gold  
NND CBA Scholarship recipient was hired as Victoria Gold’s Environmental  
Manager in 2017. 

Operations Resource Coordinator Bonnie Parker works in Victoria Gold’s 
Whitehorse office with the company’s Human Resources (HR) Department  
to meet Eagle Gold Mine’s employee recruitment needs. 
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ONE PART OF THE COMPREHENSIVE  
AND COOPERATIVE BENEFITS AGREEMENT, 
OR CBA, SIGNED BETWEEN VICTORIA GOLD 
AND THE NA-CHO NYAK DUN (NND) in 2011, 
outlines the company’s commitment to  
the First Nation for employment and  
training opportunities stemming from  
the Eagle Gold Mine.

This commitment includes the establishment of 
on-site training apprenticeship positions now 
that the mine has transitioned to operations 
(and when both trainer and trainee candidates 
are available at the same time). 

NND citizens and Victoria employees Art and 
Heidi Hoogland are not only a Red Seal welder 
and welder apprentice pairing in the mine’s 
Mobile Maintenance department, they are also 
father and daughter. 

“My dad and I have worked together at the Eagle 
Gold Mine since August,” says Heidi. “Working 
together means everything to me. Learning we 
have a lot in common and being able to build 
things together for the mine, you don’t see that 
every day. It is very comforting and rewarding.” 

Heidi started welding with her dad at  
16 years old. Originally from Mayo, Art is 
a Certified Red Seal Welder and Certified 
Journeyman Fabricator. 

“It’s wonderful working with my daughter,” 
says Art. “We get to spend more quality time 

together and it makes work and life  
far more enjoyable.” 

“I love being a Yukoner At Work at the mine,” 
continues Heidi. “Being able to finish my  
welding apprenticeship in my homeland  
is pretty awesome.” 

Victoria is proud to employ Yukoners At  
Work at the Eagle Gold Mine. The health,  
safety and well-being of Yukon residents  
and communities is the foundation of the 
company’s core vision and values, as Victoria 
works to protect Yukoners and its employees 
and contractors, and continue the Eagle Gold 
Mine’s significant contributions to the territory’s 
path forward. The entire team at Victoria  
thanks everyone for doing their part to stay  
safe and healthy during this uncertain time. 

ART AND HEIDI HOOGLAND
Team Work

Heidi and Art Hoogland. Family welding team at Victoria Gold’s Eagle Gold Mine.
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FOR OVER A YEAR NOW, Victoria’s 
Eagle Gold Mine Training Coordinator 
Shayne Heintz has been responsible for 
coordinating the site-wide training of all 
department employees. He brings 30-
plus years of experience to the position 
having worked as an equipment operator, 
supervisor and training consultant on 
projects across Canada, the U.S., India, 
China and Africa. 

“I really enjoy being part of the Victoria Gold 
team and part of mine training operations, 
which is essential to the success of the 
company and the mine,” says Shayne. “I 
hope to be involved with the Eagle Gold 
Mine long-term and witness the company 
and its employees grow and thrive.” 

Information Technology employee Ryan 
Paul started with Victoria at the mine last 
June and appreciates the Yukon’s incredible 
geological potential. 

“I appreciate working for Victoria in the Yukon 
and the opportunities the Eagle Gold Mine 
provides,” says Ryan, who also enjoys the 
territory’s wide-open spaces. “In my role,  
I help to ensure the company’s IT interface 
works for both employees and clients.”

Crusher operator Bo Johns, one of the 
hundreds of Yukoners At Work hired by 
Victoria at the Eagle Gold Mine since the 
start of 2019 and the mine’s advancement 
through construction to operations, takes 
pride in his work to ensure the Secondary 
Crusher operates efficiently. 

“Since I started with Vitoria at the mine last 
August, I am really enjoying learning more 
about the mining industry every day and 
meeting new people,” says Bo. 

Ryan Paul

Bo Johns

Josh Skookum

Nathan DesaulniersShayne Heintz

Fellow Yukoner Josh Skookum is a Little 
Salmon/Carmacks First Nation citizen. In 
his role as a Leach Pad Operator, duties 
include fusing pipe, shoveling, monitoring 
the system’s conveyor belts and essentially, 
ensuring everything runs smoothly. “I love 
the work, the people and the camp set up 
here at the mine,” says Josh. 

Training and job-readiness are important 
to Victoria as the company supports its 
team at the Eagle Gold Mine. Millwright 
apprentice Nathan Desaulniers works with 
the Fixed Maintenance crew to repair the 
crusher and gold recovery plant circuits 
when required. “I like the variety of tasks 
that I need to accomplish each day,” says 
Nathan. “Flying into the Mayo Airport as 
I make my way to site is so beautiful and 
gets me set for my time at the mine.”
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Team Work
EAGLE GOLD MINE Process Operator 1  
and Yukoner At Work Jake Audy started 
with Victoria Gold at the mine in August 
and in his role, inspects and maintains  
the Secondary Crusher at site. 

“I’m so happy to work here at home in the 
Yukon,” says Jake. “The community where I 
live has a wonderful kindness and everyone 
helps each other, just like the community I 
work at here at the mine site.” 

Fellow Yukoner Robert Gilbert drives a Haul 
Truck at the mine and started with Victoria 
last June. “Eagle Gold Mine has a good 
work environment and a good work/life 
balance with the time off,” says Robert. 

Gemma McIntyre is an Administrative 
Assistant for the mine’s Processing 
Department who started with Victoria  
in November. She hails from a mining 
family in Dawson City and is a fourth 
generation Yukoner. 

“I really enjoy the team work here, not only 
within my department, but with everyone 
else at site as well,” says Gemma. “We all 
bring so much knowledge to the table and 
it’s interesting to see how we can put it 
all together to bring out the best possible 
results for the Eagle Gold Mine. Getting to 
work in such a beautiful part of the world 
here at site is also a bonus.” 

Instrumentation Technician Dedrick 
McLachlan brings several years of mining 
and oil and gas experience and was 
involved with the Eagle Gold Mine’s 
commissioning and start up. His day-to-
day responsibilities include the support and 

Robert Gilbert

Gemma McIntyre

Dedrick McLachlan

Spencer PoolJake Audy

optimization of mine operations through 
process instrumentation maintenance 
and trouble shooting. “I enjoy applying 
my skill set by facing and overcoming 
technical challenges,” says Dedrick. “I’m 
very privileged to be part of such a great 
group of people here at the mine and 
working away from the hustle and bustle 
of city life never gets old.”  

Spencer Pool operates a bulldozer, 
backhoe, grader, loader and drill on  
site. He is also the captain of the  
Eagle Gold Mine’s Rescue team and  
part of his responsibility involves  
training and readying the team to  
respond to a potential incident at site. 

“I really enjoy the territory’s natural beauty 
and working in the mine’s remoteness 
with such a good group of people,” says 
Spencer. In his spare time, Spencer, who 
has lived in the Dominican Republic, also 
speaks Spanish and Portuguese, surfs and 
is a certified personal trainer. 
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VICTORIA GOLD IS COMMITTED TO HIRING 
AND TRAINING LOCALLY, to provide 
rewarding, well-paying jobs for Yukoners.  
The company attracts individuals excited about 
working at the Eagle Gold Mine, including 
Crusher Assistant Stanley Gostel, who 
started with Victoria at the mine last June. 

“As a Crusher Assistant, I run the Secondary 
Crusher and make sure the Tertiary Crusher 
components are operating well,” says 
Stanley, who was born and raised in the 
territory. “I really like the people I work 
with. It’s a great crew here at the mine.”

Fellow Yukoner Klint Beattie is an ADR 
Operator at the mine, who like Stanley,  
also started working at the Eagle Gold Mine 
in June. 

“I like learning new tasks on the job 
every day,” says Klint. “To be able to work 
and then enjoy the Yukon’s incredible 
wilderness and be out on the land right 
here at home is really satisfying.”

Mobile Maintenance Planner Ingrid Hiscock is 
one of the 20 per cent of women employees 
working on site. In her position, she develops 
plans for the maintenance of the mine’s 
mobile equipment and light vehicles including 
the generators, mobile lighting and heating 
units and forklifts for example. 

“Being part of one of the greatest team 
environments I’ve ever worked with is the 
best part of my job,” says Ingrid. “I feel 
so fortunate to be a part of this exciting 
venture within the mining industry and 
am loving getting to work in the vast and 
beautiful landscape here in the Yukon.” 

Klint Beattie

Ingrid Hiscock

Murray Sopher

Nathan StewartStanley Gostel

Murray Sopher is also an ADR Operator; 
the process that collects the gold from the 
solution. Murray brings 40 years of mining 
experience to the Eagle Gold Mine team 
having started his career at the Faro Mine 
in the 1980s. 

“The challenge of starting a new ADR 
plant has been very rewarding and I’m 
very lucky to get to work in the Yukon 
amidst the territory’s beauty, culture and 
history,” says Murray. 

“Getting to work here at home in the 
fresh air is great,” says Equipment 
Operator Nathan Stewart, who in his 
position drives haul truck loads of ore  
to the crusher, grades the roads on site 
and operates bulldozers. “Being a Yukoner 
At Work here at the Eagle Gold Mine has 
allowed me to meet new people who  
I can now call my friends.” 
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WITH THE NEW YEAR’S ARRIVAL, 
VICTORIA GOLD continues to ramp  
up operations at its Eagle Gold Mine 
and is proud of its commitment to 
Yukoners At Work. 

One such Yukoner, dozer and grader 
operator Bob Fuller, started with 
Victoria at the mine last August.  
“I love being active and getting to move 
around site on different equipment,” 
says Bob. “I’m so fortunate to work  
in a beautiful place with such good 
people, clean air and clean water.” 

Fellow Yukoner D’Arcy Arden has been 
a haul truck operator at the Eagle 
Gold Mine since March. “I really enjoy 
working with ‘big toys’ in my position 
at the mine with a crew that is truly 
great to work with,” says D’Arcy. 

Geologist Briar Gonie is also a Yukoner. 
She started with Victoria at the mine 
last May and her role includes geologic 
mapping and sampling, placer testing 
and core logging. 

“I really appreciate how fulfilling my 
work is and how every day on the job 
is different,” says Briar. “We are so well 
cared for at camp and are surrounded 
by happy, caring people.”  

Driller and avid outdoorsman  
Kirk Crossley has been working for 

D’arcy Arden

Briar Gonie

Kirk Crossley

Rob KingBob Fuller

Victoria at the Eagle Gold Mine  
since May. “Safety and that of my  
co-workers motivates me in my work 
each and every day,” says Kirk. “Aside 
from hanging out with my grandchildren 
when home from site, the people I work 
with are truly the best.”  

Rob King has been a hydraulic  
shovel operator at the mine since 
July. “I enjoy managing the pit,  
my work area at site, and am  
strongly motivated by safety, as  
is Victoria Gold,” says Rob. “I have 
been a first responder for 30 years 
and enjoy hunting and fishing when 
not at work.” 
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HAUL TRUCK OPERATORS ARE INTEGRAL 
TO THE SMOOTH OPERATIONS of Victoria 
Gold’s Eagle Gold Mine as they move 
the mine’s valuable gold-laden ore for 
processing. This specialized skill has many 
Yukoners At Work at the mine, including 
Robert Richards and Chase Gammel.

An avid outdoorsman, Robert made 
the Yukon his home in 1985 in pursuit 
of wilderness adventure. “Victoria’s 
Eagle Gold Mine is a great place to work 
and I love working with the mine’s new 
equipment,” says Robert. 

Chase, who started with Victoria at the mine 
in July, enjoys the challenge and learning 
opportunities his job provides him. “I love 
the Yukon’s vast, untouched beauty and 
sharing the many outdoor activities I can  
do here with my young son,” says Chase. 

Heavy Equipment Operator Timothy 
Stewart grew up in the Yukon and he and 
his wife are raising their three children 
here. “In my role with Victoria Gold, I get 
to ‘play’ with big Tonka toys in a great, big 
sand box,” says Timothy. “Shovels, loaders, 
dozers, graders, haul trucks and excavators. 
All while right here at home in the territory, 
which without a doubt is the best place to 
live and work in the world.”

In her role as an ADR Operator at the mine, 
Monica Rydlo recovers the gold and strips 
it down to its final stages from which it 
then gets poured. 

“I love my job because of the people  
I work with,” says Monica, who started 
with Victoria at the Eagle Gold Mine in 
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October. “I so appreciate the knowledge, 
experience and skills we all bring to the 
table in order to produce the very best 
results possible as a team at and for  
the mine.”

Mine Training Supervisor Dennis 
Reghenas facilitates all Eagle Gold Mine’s 
training materials, documentation and 
procedures and assists in delivering  
crew-specific training requirements for 
each of the mine’s departments, functions 
and activities. 

“My role is very rewarding as my position 
allows me to interact directly with Victoria 
Gold’s employees,” says Dennis, who 
started with the company in July. “I am 
loving the warmth of Yukoners and the 
rich history and culture of the territory.”
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LONG-TIME YUKONER JAMES LEECH 
started with Victoria Gold at the Eagle 
Gold Mine in May. As a Haul Truck Driver, 
he loves the opportunity to operate the 
largest haul trucks in the territory; the 
new Cat 785s. “My fellow employees are  
a pleasure to work with,” says James.  
“My schedule at the Eagle Gold Mine 
allows me to spend a lot of quality time 
with my family and really enjoy the 
spectacular wilderness and wildlife here.”

Kevin Fletcher is a Drill Operator originally 
from Alberta. “The best thing about my 
job is that there’s always a demand for 
drillers,” says Kevin. “I am loving what 
I do, the people I work with and the 
spectacular scenery at site.”

Haul Truck Operator Kayla Wilks is a born 
and raised Yukoner and loves everything 
about her home territory. “Since I started 
with Victoria Gold at the Eagle Gold Mine 
this past June, I’m really enjoying meeting 
new people, the consistency of the work 
and my crew,” says Kayla. 

Blaster’s Helper Joel Wynnyk is a Yukoner 
who started with the company at the 
mine in August. Like so many employees 
at the Eagle Gold Mine, he feels very 
fortunate to be working close to home.  
“I love the outdoors and that it’s not 
so busy here in the Yukon as it is down 
South,” says Joel. “In the summer, I like to 
hike and, in the winter, go snowboarding. 
I really enjoy that my job lets me be active 
and use my brain.”
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Damien Peacock is a Process  
Supervisor and in his role coordinates 
and supervises the mine’s process 
operations and crew. “I get real 
satisfaction being part of a team that 
places top priority on safe, fulfilled 
employees,” says Damien, also a 
Yukoner. “This is a world-class project 
and I’m very proud to help bring Eagle 
Gold Mine to its full potential.” 

50 per cent of the Eagle Gold Mine 
workforce are Yukoners, and  
Victoria is extremely proud of their 
contributions to bring the mine into 
production with its first gold pour on 
September 17, 2019. To view a web cast 
of this milestone achievement, please 
visit www.vitgoldcorp.com.
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ON SITE AT THE EAGLE GOLD MINE, 
which celebrated its first gold pour 
on September 17, Jonathan Harmer 
is responsible for the start-up, 
trouble shooting, commissioning and 
maintenance of all the mine’s electrical 
equipment as an electrical journeyman. 
He started with Victoria in April and 
moved with his family to the Yukon early 
this summer. 

“The thing I like best about my job are 
the people I work with,” says Jonathan. 
“Coming to work in the morning and 
greeting people you have mutual respect 
for boosts self-esteem and puts the wheels 
in motion for having a really good day.” 

Red Seal Millwright Stephen Morcombe 
started his career with the Australian Navy 
before transferring his skills to the mining 
industry in his home country. Stephen joined 
the Victoria Gold team at the Eagle Gold 
Mine in March. “I enjoy the opportunities at 
the mine to advance my skills and provide 
for my family,” says Stephen. 

Haul Truck Operator, Yukoner and self-
described golf-addict Mandi Driedger has 
been working at the mine since July and 
is training to be a bull dozer operator. She 
most enjoys the security her job brings her 
and the close-knit crew on site. “I really 
hope for career longevity with the skills I’m 
developing with Victoria Gold,” says Mandi. 

Like Mandi, in his role as a Haul Truck 
Operator, fellow Yukoner Casey Maguire, is 
responsible for the safe loading of the haul 
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trucks, supplying ore to the crusher and 
general maintenance of the haul roads. 

“I really enjoy the team I work with and 
the many opportunities available here at 
site to advance my abilities,” says Casey.  
“I am proud of how Victoria Gold connects 
with people in the community and the 
great relationship the company has with 
the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun.” 

Shovel Operator Angelo White is new to 
the Victoria Gold team, having started 
at the mine on August 17, exactly one 
month before the first gold pour. “I really 
enjoy the friendly atmosphere at site 
with my co-workers and supervisors and 
the beautiful scenery and friendly people 
here in the Yukon,” says Angelo. 
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SHOVEL OPERATOR LUKAS TRAUDE 
ENJOYS THE BUSY NATURE OF HIS 
WORK AT THE EAGLE GOLD MINE, 
where he started with Victoria Gold  
this past March, loading 785D haul 
trucks with ore for delivery to the 
mine’s Primary Crusher. “Having to  
think and plan ahead as the task 
requires is rewarding,” says Lukas.  
“And the Yukon scenery in ‘my office’  
is nothing short of epic.”

Yukoner Ryan Komaromi also started with 
Victoria at the mine in March. A driller for 
over a decade, he maintains the drills at 
site and drills patterns for hand off to the 
blast crew. “I enjoy working in a safe and 
efficient manner,” says Ryan. “I love the 
freedom the Yukon provides to me and my 
family and I am proud to be working right 
here at home.” 

Haul truck operator Desiree Couture 
is yet another Yukoner working at the 
Eagle Gold Mine. One of the 118 Yukon 
residents who have been employed 
at site during the mine’s construction 
phase, and now operations, as Victoria 
Gold conducted its first gold pour at 
site on September 17. “I love all the 
opportunities my work gives me to learn 
new things,” says Desiree. 

Fellow haul truck operator Charles Demers  
is new to the Eagle Gold Mine team, 
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having started with Victoria Gold last 
month. “Like Lukas, I love the view out 
my office window,” jokes Charles. 

Heavy equipment operator Cody Smith 
enjoys working with the “great crew” 
at the mine. “I love helping where  
help is needed at site,” says Cody,  
a Yukon resident. 

Victoria Gold is proud of all its 
employees and considers their health, 
wellbeing and safety as paramount. 
The company reached another major 
safety milestone in August and now 
has more than 1.7 million labour hours 
without a lost time incident (LTI).  
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MOVING APPROXIMATELY A MILLION TONNES OF 
ORE AND ROCK, crushing pay dirt and loading it on the 
pad for processing at Victoria’s Eagle Gold Mine requires 
the skills of hard-working heavy equipment operators 
and drivers; who are key members of the company’s 
current employee roster of 230. 

Yukoner Sonja Jackson, started with Victoria in mid-June 
working in the camp kitchen with NND-Summit Camp 
Services and is enjoying her new role as a haul truck trainee. 
“I’m enjoying this new experience and the crews I’m 
working with,” says Sonja. “About 25 per cent of Victoria’s 
employees are women and I’m proud to be part of that 
number and hopefully be an inspiration to other women.”

Approximately 10 per cent of Victoria’s employees 
are citizens of Na-Cho Nyak Dun; including haul truck 
operator Lino Battaja. “I really enjoy working for 
Victoria Gold,” says Lino, who has been employed by 
the company since May. “Camp is comfortable, the 
equipment is great and there are wonderful people in 
camp and on site. I aim for safety always and appreciate 
Victoria’s dedication to ensuring the safety of its 
employees and contractors.” 

“We’re so proud of all our employees and how they 
transitioned from construction to operations,” says  
John McConnell, Victoria Gold President & CEO.  
As the mine ramps up, we anticipate an employee 
roster of about 350. Victoria continues to be committed 
to providing job opportunities for qualified Yukoners 
and particularly, Na-Cho Nyak Dun citizens in whose 
traditional territory we work.” 

Shovel operator Ray Henderson is also a Yukoner.  
He loads the haul trucks on site. “I love how fast-paced 
my job is and that it’s always changing,” says Ray. The 
haul roads need to be maintained, which falls to fellow-
Yukoner and support equipment operator Paul Koe. 
“Victoria has such good crews and great new gear,”  
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says Paul. “Getting to work here in the Yukon able to 
pursue my hobbies of hunting and fishing in my free 
time is very rewarding.” 

Production loader operator and yet another Yukoner 
working at the Eagle Gold Mine; Robert Kunnizzi, 
operates a 993 loader to load the trucks to feed the 
crusher. “Since June, when I started with Victoria Gold, 
I have enjoyed meeting new people at the Eagle Gold 
Mine and I love operating the big equipment.” 

Victoria Gold’s Eagle Gold Mine’s first gold pour will be 
live-cast on September 17, 2019.

Sonja Jackson
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AS AN ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICIAN 
FOR VICTORIA GOLD AT THE EAGLE GOLD 
MINE, Helaina Moses helps to ensure the 
mine is in compliance with all environmental 
approvals, permits and licenses. She works 
with the site’s contractors to implement 
best management practices to prevent the 
discharge of wastes into the environment; 
including erosion and sediment control, 
solid waste storage, water and air quality 
sampling, climate station maintenance and 
wildlife monitoring and surveys.

An NND citizen and Mayo resident, Helaina 
enjoys working outside within her First 
Nation’s traditional territory (especially 
when working close to her grandfather’s 
trap line) on which her ancestors hunted, 
fished and trapped. “Being a steward of 
the land for NND and the Yukon as I help 
Eagle Gold Mine operate in the most 
environmentally possible and positive way 
is very rewarding for me,” says Helaina.

When he’s not eating, sleeping and breathing 
golf, Accounting Coordinator Tom Richardson 
is hard at work managing Victoria’s busy 
accounts payable, purchase orders and 
Company general ledger duties. He joined 
the team last June. “With Accounting, there 
is always something new to learn,” says Tom. 
“My role is both challenging and rewarding 
at the same time.” 

“One of the things I enjoy most about my 
job is being part of a team,” says Drill and 
Blast Supervisor Stephen Dunfield, who 
is responsible for the supervision and 
coordination of the mine’s drilling and 
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blasting operations. “As a supervisor, I’m 
in charge of the safety of my crew and am 
driven to make sure everyone goes home safe 
at the end of their rotation.” Stephen started 
with Victoria this past January and spent the 
last decade living and working in the Yukon. 

Mike Goosney is Victoria’s Site Operations 
Electrician and brings two decades of 
experience in mining and oil and gas to the 
Eagle Gold Mine. “The challenges of keeping 
the lights on here at site paired with the 
experience I’ve gained in my years as an 
electrician motivate me every day,” says Mike. 

Steve Tang has been with Victoria  
since August 2017 and as the company’s 
Manager of Mining Engineering, oversees 
the long-term strategic design and 
planning of the mine. 

“I love my job because everyone at 
Victoria shares a common vision and is 
dedicated to the success of the Eagle Gold 
Mine. This truly creates an environment  
of family at site where everyone is there  
for one another” says Steve. 

Mike Goosney
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The Eagle Gold Mine has received all major permits 
for construction and operations, completed the Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment 
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implements the Comprehensive Cooperation and 
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Nyak Dun. Once in operations, the mine will be a 
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A STRONG CULTURE OF HEALTH AND 
SAFETY AT THE EAGLE GOLD MINE IS 
PARAMOUNT TO VICTORIA GOLD and as 
the company’s Health, Safety and Security 
Coordinator, Yukoner Mike Wasylyk works 
diligently to ensure everyone goes home 
from site incident and injury free each  
and every day.  

“I’ve been a Health and Safety Coordinator 
for 14 years, and am now responsible for 
planning, implementing and overseeing 
Victoria employee safety at work,” says 
Mike. “Being a part of this great team 
to ensure everyone understands safety 
requirements and standards and helping 
to train workers on these important 
aspects continually motivates me.” 

New Whitehorse resident and Victoria 
employee Bonnie Parker brings 22 years 
of experience in the mining industry to 
the team, which she joined in May. She 
is the company’s Operations Resource 
Coordinator and works with the Human 
Resources department to meet Victoria’s 
employee recruitment needs. 

“The best thing about my job with Victoria 
is meeting so many people, who like me, 
are excited by the prospect of working 
for what is soon to be the Yukon’s largest 
gold mine,” says Bonnie. “I am driven by 
new challenges and making a valuable 
contribution to my team.” 

Journeyman Millwright Justin Magill 
joined Victoria in April and brings 
five years of specialized experience 
in the installation, maintenance, 

troubleshooting, overhaul and repair 
of stationary industrial machinery and 
mechanical equipment at the mine. 

Born and raised in the territory and a 
Teslin Tlingit Council citizen, in March 
2013, Justin was one of the first graduates 
from Yukon College’s Intro to Mining 
Operations program walking straight out 
of the graduation ceremony and into an 
industry job here in the Yukon. He then 
continued and completed his training at 
the Southern Institute of Technology in 
Alberta (SAIT). 

Victoria’s Environmental Coordinator  
Phil Emerson moved to the territory 
in 2010 and joined the company last 
September. In his role, Phil works  
to ensure Victoria is meeting its  
permitting requirements through  
activities including water sampling, 
hydrology and wildlife surveys. 

“The best part of my job is the mix of 
office and field work and being able to 
be outside and interact with the other 
departments on site,” says Phil. “I want 
to help demonstrate that mining can be 
done properly and make sure that when 
the mine closes, the land is given back 
with no environmental concerns.” 

Mine Trainer Brent Bosworth re-enforces 
Victoria employees’ equipment safety 
training and on how to operate the site’s 
equipment safely and productively. 
“I enjoy teaching new operators the 
importance of equipment safety and 
watching them develop,” says Brent. 

Mike Wasylyk

Bonnie Parker

Justin Magill

Phil Emerson

Brent Bosworth

MIKE WASYLYK | BONNIE PARKER | JUSTIN MAGILL | PHIL EMERSON | BRENT BOSWORTH 
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VICTORIA GOLD IS PROUD  
TO HAVE YUKONERS AT WORK
IF YOU ARE A YUKONER WITH MINING EXPERIENCE,  
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONNECT WITH US. 

Victoria is currently hiring tradespeople, equipment 
operators, process/crusher operators and other positions to 
work at the Eagle Gold Mine. Visit the “Work For Us” page on 
our website at vitgoldcorp.com/contact/work-for-us/ and 
send your resume to greatpeoplework@vitgoldcorp.com. 

The Eagle Gold Mine, currently under construction, 
is part of Victoria’s 100 per cent-owned Dublin Gulch 
gold property located approximately 375 kilometres 
north of Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, 
northeast of the Village of Mayo within the traditional 
territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. 
The property is accessible by road year-round and is 
within Yukon Energy’s electrical grid. 

The Eagle Gold Mine has received all major permits 
for construction and operations, completed the Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment 
Board (YESAB) process and mutually created and 

implements the Comprehensive Cooperation and 
Benefits Agreement with the First Nation of Na-Cho 
Nyak Dun. Once in operations, the mine will be a 
significant economic contributor to Yukon employing 
350 to 400 people. 

ABOUT VICTORIA GOLD & THE EAGLE GOLD MINE 

AS VICTORIA ADVANCES THE EAGLE GOLD MINE, SOON TO BE 
THE YUKON’S NEXT AND LARGEST GOLD MINE, the company is 
continually strengthening its invaluable team of employees. With 
so many talented individuals and success stories to profile; as the 
Victoria employee roster has grown by ten-fold over the past year; 
the company is pleased to highlight some of our staff that are 
helping the mine come to life. 

Working on and around mines for the past eight years has positioned 
Red Seal Journeyman Electrician Jesse Peck perfectly for his role as 
Maintenance Electrician at the mine. “From construction, through to 
maintenance I have seen all stages of mining and mine development,” 
says Jesse, who came onboard in March. “I love the pressure of  
keeping a mine online and producing as efficiently as possible.” 

Human Resources Coordinator Lisa Eddyvean was hired by Victoria this 
past February. “Hearing people’s backgrounds and accomplishments and 
the challenges they may have overcome, as everyone is so unique, always 
amazes me,” says Lisa. “My job is truly satisfying when I can help someone 
and one of the main reasons I pursued a career in Human Resources.”

Journeyman Warehouseperson Ryan Faulds has been with Victoria 
since April. He is skilled in equipment operation, warehousing, 
procurement and mine rescue operations. “My job gives me such 
satisfaction as it allows me to contribute to the productivity of mine 
operations, maintenance, finance and reporting goals through the 
timely supply of materials to all departments,” says Ryan. 

Gold Recovery Plant Operator Keith Jellis ensures the safety of the  
heap leach facility (HLF) to leach Eagle Gold Mine’s gold. He is driven  
by the pride of the end product. “It’s a big team effort to work in  
a safe, environmentally responsible and efficient way,” says Keith.

After more than two decades as a heavy equipment operator in the 
placer, quartz and oil sands mining industries both in and beyond the 
territory, Jason Wyatt is thrilled to be home in the Yukon and provide 
his wealth of experience to the Eagle Gold Mine. Says Jason, “I am 
exactly where I want to be both personally and professionally.” 

Jesse Peck

Lisa Eddyvean

Jason Wyatt

Ryan Faulds

Keith Jellis

JESSE PECK | LISA EDDYVEAN | RYAN FAULDS | KEITH JELLIS | JASON WYATT
Team Work
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The Eagle Gold Mine, currently under construction, 
is part of Victoria’s 100 per cent-owned Dublin Gulch 
gold property located approximately 375 kilometres 
north of Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, 
northeast of the Village of Mayo within the traditional 
territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. 
The property is accessible by road year-round and is 
within Yukon Energy’s electrical grid. 

The Eagle Gold Mine has received all major permits 
for construction and operations, completed the Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment 
Board (YESAB) process and mutually created and 

implements the Comprehensive Cooperation and 
Benefits Agreement with the First Nation of Na-Cho 
Nyak Dun. Once in operations, the mine will be a 
significant economic contributor to Yukon employing 
350 to 400 people. 

ABOUT VICTORIA GOLD & THE EAGLE GOLD MINE 

AS VICTORIA GOLD ADVANCES THE EAGLE GOLD 
MINE THROUGH CONSTRUCTION TO PRODUCTION, 
THE MINE IS POISED TO BECOME THE TERRITORY’S 
SECOND-LARGEST PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYER. 
With a workforce of 150 today, the project will directly 
employ 400 by the end of the year and needs a range of 
skills and experience to ensure the mine’s success. 

Key to working directly with Victoria’s Executive team  
to implement the Information Technology (IT) 
infrastructure needed to support the mine is  
IT Manager Ben Lacasse. Ben has been with Victoria since 
February 2012; when Eagle Gold was a future mine, versus 
a mine in development as it is now. He brings over two 
decades of IT experience with small, medium and large 
international companies.

“The always continuous and exciting changes in the 
IT industry reflect the exciting opportunity we have in 

BEN LACASSE  |  JESSICA WILKINSON  |  STEVE WOZNIAK

Technician, Jessica Wilkinson, joined Victoria last 
November and brings eight years of experience to 
the project. Her work, which includes, construction 
monitoring, surface water quality sampling, hydrology and 
geothermic monitoring and ground water sampling, helps 
ensure the company complies to its environmental and 
socio-economic permitting and licensing requirements. 

Geologist Steve Wozniak started working for Victoria in 
the summer of 2011, while at university. He now holds 
a Bachelor of Science in Geology and works full time for 
the company in exploration, helping manage the drilling 
and trenching programs, field mapping and prospecting. 

“I grew up placer mining in the Mayo area with my 
family and my dad was an underground miner for United 
Keno Hill Mines,” says Steve. “I love the treasure hunting 
aspect of my job and putting together all the geological 
clues that may lead to a new discovery.” 

Jessica Wilkinson, Environmental TechnicianBen Lacasse, IT Manager, and his family

bringing the Eagle Gold Mine to life,” says Ben. “That 
I can help streamline Victoria’s IT needs for greater 
effectiveness in a remote environment and help 
everyone at site be more productive and have a more 
enjoyable experience there by feeling more connected 
drives me each and every day.” 

Ben is also proud of Victoria’s commitment to community. 
“In the years I’ve worked with Victoria, I’ve had the chance 
to participate in numerous community events the company 
has sponsored including Victoria’s annual Canada Day 
BBQ in Mayo each year for many years now,” continues 
Lacasse. “Important to me was the chance to bring my two 
daughters to help out at the BBQ and for them to see first-
hand what giving back to community means.”

All Victoria employees are key to success of the Eagle 
Gold Mine and as the company strengthens its workforce 
to reflect the needs of the mine’s progress. Environmental 

Steve Wozniak, Geologist
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The Eagle Gold Mine, currently under construction, 
is part of Victoria’s 100 per cent-owned Dublin Gulch 
gold property located approximately 375 kilometres 
north of Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, 
northeast of the Village of Mayo within the traditional 
territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. 
The property is accessible by road year-round and is 
within Yukon Energy’s electrical grid. 

The Eagle Gold Mine has received all major permits 
for construction and operations, completed the Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment 
Board (YESAB) process and mutually created and 

implements the Comprehensive Cooperation and 
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ABOUT VICTORIA GOLD & THE EAGLE GOLD MINE 

AS VICTORIA GOLD ADVANCES  
THE EAGLE GOLD MINE TO ITS  
FIRST GOLD POUR LATER THIS YEAR, 
the Yukon’s next mine requires a strong 
and diverse team, which continues to 
grow and flourish in tandem with the 
project’s progress. 

With a workforce of 150 today  
(up from approximately 15 one year 
ago), the mine will directly employ 400 
by year’s end, while indirectly supporting 
hundreds of Yukon and Yukon First 
Nation-partnered service and supply 
company employees. By December 2019, 
Eagle Gold Mine will be the territory’s 
largest private sector employer after Air 
North, Yukon’s Airline.

Every successful project site, no matter 
the industry, requires a ‘site ambassador’, 
which Victoria is fortunate to have in 
Beverly (Buffy) Genier. Born and raised 
in Mayo and a Na-cho Nyak Dun citizen, 
Buffy joined Victoria in October 2011 and 
her role and responsibilities as Owners’ 
Representative ensure the site and camp 
run smoothly. 

From setting up for site tours and 
orienting visitors about cultural 
awareness when working within the 
First Nation’s traditional territory and 
ordering and distributing safety gear to 
compiling employment statistics each 
month and promoting local Indigenous 
crafts, Buffy’s skills and knowledge  
are indispensable to the team. 

BEVERLY (BUFFY) GENIER  |  KELLY PARKER  |  KATIE BABIN

“I like a good challenge and am so 
excited to watch this mine grow to life,” 
says Buffy. “Doing my best in everything 
I do and being a role model for our 
younger generation motivates me as 
we work together to see this project 
through from start to finish.” 

Eagle Gold’s Mining Manager Kelly 
Parker joined Victoria last October. 
He brings over 35 years of experience 
in the industry to the project and is 
responsible for all aspects of the mining 
production area including training, 
drilling, blasting, loading and hauling. 

“I take pride in doing a good job and 
doing it safely, cost-effectively and in an 

environmentally responsible way,” says 
Kelly. “I enjoy developing meaningful 
connections with the community and 
the mine’s employees as we work to 
develop the mine to production and 
then reclaim it back to a natural state 
after operations.” 

An avid outdoorsman, Kelly loves 
spending time with his family and 
friends camping, fishing, golfing and 
enjoying the Yukon’s beautiful scenery 
and landscape. 

Kelly’s commitment to upholding 
environmental responsibility at the 
Eagle Gold Mine is reflected in Victoria’s 
environmental team, which includes 

Environmental Coordinator Katie Babin. 
She also joined the company last 
October seeking new challenges and 
opportunities and to contribute her 
five years experience in the industry; 
including her career start as an 
environmental technician at a remote 
iron mine in the high Arctic. 

“Every day is new and exciting at 
Eagle Gold,” says Katie. “In my role 
coordinating and conducting a range of 
environmental sampling initiatives I’m so 
pleased to help Victoria ensure it fulfills 
and is compliant with its regulatory 
commitments. We all want to see the 
Eagle Gold Mine succeed in a safe and 
environmentally-conscious way.”

Katie Babin, Environmental CoordinatorKelly Parker, Mining Manager, and her familyBeverly (Buffy) Genier, Owners’ Representative
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The Eagle Gold Mine, currently under construction, 
is part of Victoria’s 100 per cent-owned Dublin Gulch 
gold property located approximately 375 kilometres 
north of Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, 
northeast of the Village of Mayo within the traditional 
territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. 
The property is accessible by road year-round and is 
within Yukon Energy’s electrical grid. 

The Eagle Gold Mine has received all major permits 
for construction and operations, completed the Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment 
Board (YESAB) process and mutually created and 

implements the Comprehensive Cooperation and 
Benefits Agreement with the First Nation of Na-Cho 
Nyak Dun. Once in operations, the mine will be a 
significant economic contributor to Yukon employing 
350 to 400 people. 

ABOUT VICTORIA GOLD & THE EAGLE GOLD MINE 

PAUL GRAY FIRST WORKED FOR 
VICTORIA ON ITS DUBLIN GULCH 
PROPERTY IN THE SUMMER OF 2010 
and has been part of the company’s 
team since 2013. Today, he is the 
company’s Vice President, Exploration; 
a position he assumed in May 2017. 

“Field work is what I like best about 
my role. The joy of discovery through 
bringing geological concepts to reality, 
as Victoria continues to do as we build 
the Eagle Gold Mine, drives me each 
and every day in my job,” says Gray. 

Gray holds a Bachelor of Science 
(Honours) degree from Dalhousie 

University and is a member in 
good standing with the Association 
of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists (P.Geo.) of BC. He brings 
over 25 years of mineral exploration 
and development experience from 
permitting through to production 
and has worked extensively as an 
exploration geologist in Canada, the 
U.S., Asia, Australia and Central and 
South America. 

“I so look forward to our first gold pour 
later this year,” continues Gray. “It is 
extremely important to me to be able 
to build and return skills, capacity and 
enthusiasm, through the success of 

the Eagle Gold Mine, directly to Yukon 
residents and communities.” 

RORY MOLES AS VICTORIA’S 
PROJECT CONTROLLER, is responsible 
to track the Eagle Gold Mine’s project 
trends related to cost and schedule, 
in order to accurately forecast and 
maintain budget control. 

Prior to joining the Victoria team last 
fall, Rory brings nine years experience 
working in the mining construction 
industry through five significant mine 
builds advancing from administrative 
work to project management reporting. 
He holds a degree in Economics and 
Business Accounting from the University 
of Victoria. 

“With controls, comes a closeness 
to the schedule that highlights the 
progress the team is making every 
day,” says Moles. “I take a lot of pride 
in seeing the Eagle Gold Mine take 
daily steps towards completion. Every 
individual involved with the project 
is an expert in his or her field and 
understands exactly what is needed to 
make Eagle succeed.” 

Moles is most looking forward to the 
commissioning stage of the project. 
“I am excited to seeing our team’s 
efforts come to fruition as the crushers, 
overland conveyor and plant all begin  
to boot up!”. 

Rory Moles, Victoria’s Controller, at site seeing first hand  
the project details progress to milestones completion.Paul Gray, Victoria Gold’s VP, Exploration on site at the Eagle Gold Mine earlier this year. 
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people who work in the industry and the sacrifices 
they make working away from home to provide a 
good living for their families.” 

Prior to joining Victoria Gold, Eileen spent 16 years 
at Teckcominco’s Polaris Mine in Nunavut. She has 
also held senior Human Resources positions in the 
mining industry across the country and around 
the world. 

“Eileen is committed to building
and maintaining a good working
rapport with our workforce through
respectful, direct and effective
techniques,” says John McConnell,
President & CEO of Victoria Gold
Corp. “She brings a progressive
track record and proven leadership
experience and we are pleased Eileen
is on board as we advance the Eagle
Gold Project to become Yukon’s next
operating gold mine.”

“Yukon is so beautiful and Yukoners so warm and 
friendly,” continues Eileen. “I look forward to 
making the territory my home as Victoria starts 
up the future Eagle Gold Mine and contributing 
to an industry that has provided me with so many 
benefits and opportunities throughout my career.”

VITGOLDCORP.COM

The Eagle Gold Mine, currently under construction, is part of Victoria’s 100 per cent-owned Dublin Gulch 
gold property located approximately 375 kilometres north of Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, 
northeast of the Village of Mayo within the traditional territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. 
The property is accessible by road year-round and is within Yukon Energy’s electrical grid. 

The Eagle Gold Mine has received all major permits for construction and operations, completed the 
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board (YESAB) process and mutually created 
and implements the Comprehensive Cooperation and Benefits Agreement with the First Nation of 
Na-Cho Nyak Dun. Once in operations, the mine will be a significant economic contributor to Yukon 
employing 350 to 400 people. 

A B O U T V I C T O R I A  G O L D  & T H E  E A G L E  G O L D  M I N E 

Eileen Olivier, Human Resources Manager

RECRUITING AND HIRING THE 350 TO 400 
WORKERS NEEDED ONCE VICTORIA GOLD’S 
EAGLE GOLD PROJECT GOES INTO OPERATION 
takes an experienced team and at the helm, a 
Human Resources Manager committed to 
employee health, safety and wellbeing. 

Enter Eileen Olivier, hired to lead this team for 
Victoria in July. 

As Human Resources Manager, Eileen brings over 
30 years of experience. She is responsible for a full 
range of employee and labour relations, benefits 
administration and recruitment; ensuring staffing 
needs are provided efficiently and cost-effectively. 

“I enjoy working in the mining industry, recruiting 
and hiring young people and watching them grow,” 
says Eileen. “I have a great deal of respect for the 

EILEEN OLIVIER
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is part of Victoria’s 100-per-cent owned Dublin Gulch 
gold property located approximately 375 kilometres 
north of Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, 
northeast of the Village of Mayo within the traditional 
territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. 
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The Eagle Gold Mine, currently under construction, is part of Victoria’s 100 per cent- 
owned Dublin Gulch gold property located approximately 375 kilometres north of 
Whitehorse and 85 kilometres north, northeast of the Village of Mayo within the 
traditional territory of the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. The property is accessible 
by road year-round and is within Yukon Energy’s electrical grid. 

The Eagle Gold Mine has received all major permits for construction  
and operations, completed the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic 
Assessment Board (YESAB) process and mutually created and implements  
the Comprehensive Cooperation and Benefits Agreement with the First Nation  
of Na-Cho Nyak Dun. 
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AS VICTORIA GOLD ADVANCES 
ITS EAGLE GOLD MINE THROUGH 
CONSTRUCTION TO THE SITE 
FACILITIES’ COMMISSIONING AND 
OPERATIONS, the team involved to bring 
the Yukon’s next and largest operating 
gold mine to fruition is diverse and brings 
a wealth of varied skills and experiences. 

Such as Project Geologist, Helena Kuikka, 
who has been an integral part of the 
Victoria Gold team since 2011 and on 
the ground as the future mine advances 
toward its first gold pour later this year. 

Prior to joining the company, Helena 
worked with various exploration 
companies in the Yukon going back 
to 2009 and her experience ranges 
from grassroots to development stage 
projects and remote mapping to infill 
drill programs. She is a Professional 
Geoscientist, with a BSc in Geology; 
driven by what she calls “the gold fever.”  

“Mineral exploration in the

Yukon gives me the opportunity

to work in some amazing

places. It really makes me

appreciate the lands that

provide these rich resources

and the people that work

together to make it all happen,”

says Kuikka. “I’m proud to

work for a company that instills

strong ties to the community

and the environment, as 

a geologist, it’s very exciting 

to see Eagle Gold progress 

from an exploration project 

to a mine and I’m looking

forward to the next chapter

with Victoria Gold.”
 
Helena knows the geological region in 
which the Eagle Gold Mine is located 
well. It is considered part of the Tintina 
Gold Belt within the mineral-rich Selwyn 
Basin. The area was mined on a small 
scale from shallow shafts and adits in 
the early 1900s and via placer mining in 
creeks draining the area. Now 115 years 
later, once operational, Eagle Gold Mine 
will employ 350 to 400 people; many of  
them Yukoners. 

Another key element to the future mine’s 
success is responsible environmental 
assessment and permitting processes 
to ensure the project is in compliance 
throughout its mine life. 

Justine Knox is part of the company’s 
Lands and Permitting team to help 
ensure the activities at Eagle Gold Mine 
comply with conditions of its Water Use 
License, Quartz Mining License and Yukon 
Environmental and Socio-economic 
Assessment Board (YESAB) requirements.  

“Environmental assessment

requires us to balance

seemingly impossible trade-

offs; the environment and the

economy, and our livelihoods

depend on sustaining both,”

says Knox. “Exploring this

challenge and working with

such a knowledgeable and

experienced team of mining

and environmental experts

toward successful outcomes

motivates me every day.” 

Prior to joining Victoria Gold in 2017, 
Justine worked as an environmental 
consultant to prepare environmental 
assessment applications for large 
projects in BC and across different 

Canadian jurisdictions. More recently, 
she held positions with the federal 
government Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency.  She holds a 
B.Sc. focused on natural resource 
management from the University of 
British Columbia. 

When not at work, Justine can be found 
on the ski slopes or on the Great Lakes 
with her family during the summer. 

“I love being a part of the Victoria Gold 
team, who are committed to creating 
jobs in the territory and improving 
local communities,” continues Knox. 
“I look forward to being involved in 
the company’s growth and continually 
learning something new from the team.”  

Victoria Gold Project Geologist Helena Kuikka  
at the Eagle Gold Mine site.

Victoria Gold’s Justine Knox with Hugh Coyle,  
Victoria’s Manager-Lands and Permitting, atop  
one of Eagle Gold Mine’s two Cat 6040 shovels. 

HELENA KUIKKA & JUSTINE KNOX



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 





AS VICTORIA GOLD’S EAGLE GOLD PROJECT 
ADVANCES, the company’s continual additions  
to its capacity and expertise are key to Project 
success and resulting opportunities and benefits  
for Yukoners and communities. 

Enter Dave Rouleau; Victoria’s newly announced VP 
of Operations and General Manager for the Project, 
which is on track to be Yukon’s next gold mine. 

As Vice President of Operations for Eagle Gold, Dave 
is responsible for the Project’s overall direction and 
guidance as Victoria constructs its future mine. As 
General Manager, he manages and leads the day-
to-day operations of the site and interacts with the 
site’s managers, superintendents and personnel 
to ensure all aspects of operations are met and 
optimized to reflect and achieve Victoria’s objectives.

“Mining is my passion first and foremost,” says 
Rouleau. “Meeting new people and creating 
high-paying, challenging and rewarding jobs really 
excites me. Inspiring people to reach their true 
potential and seeing communities strengthen and 
prosper are the best parts of my job.” 
 
An avid outdoorsman, Dave already loves the 
territory, its people and its culture. “The Yukon is 

a true frontier and Yukoners are down-to-earth 
and some of the hardest working people in our 
country,” continues Rouleau. 

It is his 30 years-experience in the mining industry 
however where Dave, like Eagle, soars.  

“Dave is a seasoned mine operator and an
exceptional addition to Victoria’s senior
management team as we gear up for
operations and our first gold pour next
year.” John McConnell, President & CEO
Victoria Gold Corp. 

Most recently, Dave was the VP Operations with 
Barkerville Gold Mines Ltd. and prior to that 
spent five years with Taseko Mines Limited as VP 
Operations, primarily responsible for the Gibraltar 
Mine in central BC. His background further 
includes 17 years with Teck Cominco in various 
operations and engineering roles at a number 
of their mine sites. David holds a BSc Mine 
Engineering degree from South Dakota School of 
Mines and a Mine Technology Diploma from the 
Haileybury School of Mines in Ontario. 
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